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Introduction 


To all those collectors of “Walking Liberty Half Dollars” whom 
believe there are no proof 1917 coins, I submit to you the following 
information. The following coins are legendary rarities. Because 
most dealers & collectors have never seen one, or do not own one, 
or know of anyone whom does posses a genuine example, does not 
indicate there are none in existence. Compare this thought to the 
oxygen you are now breathing: never seen any, I do not have any, 
neither do you, so there isn’t any; gravity... ect.. Many of these ultra- 
rarities are passed down through families, generation to generation, 
as was the “Hermon MacNeil Proof Set” of 1917, it was 59 years 
before it surfaced. Some are not properly identified. 

All of the following is composed from a three decade 1990’s-2015 
research of the U. S. Mint records available. Of the 12,292,000 
pieces coined in 1917 at the P-Mint, I had to locate the records for 3 
to 5 pieces each denomination, the task seemed difficult, but entirely 
possible, there are more challenging tasks. Copies of original 
documents are included, yellow is the only paper Phila. Archives 
allows for copies. 

To begin, I need to give you the reader, some of the pertinent 
information concerning the 1916 & 1917 design modifications. I 
will present this information as if you know nothing of the 
developments of manufacture, issue and presentation of these or any 
other Trial, Proof, Presentation, or Master Coins. I do not intend to 
talk-down to you. The purpose of this study is to inform the 
neophyte and expert alike. Some information is corrected in 2016, 
some not. All important documents I found are presented below. I 
have not included the common information: weight, dia. ect.. 


The birth of the beautiful High Relief coins of the early 20th 
Century were a direct result of a change in manufacturing of dies 
and President Theodore Roosevelt’s artistic attraction to the beauty 
of ancient Mediterranean coins. A duplicating machine developed in 
France, the “Janvier Reducing Machine”, (see last scan) was 
employed to reduce the entire large one dimensional sculptured 
models to smaller sized dies. Philadelphia Mint received theirs in 
1906 to replace the “Hill” machine which only provided a “basined”’ 
die which is a smooth, mechanically true curvature. The old style 
basined die was a nearly flat surface which received the central 
design by a hydraulic press, then letters & numbers were punched in 
separately by the Chief Engraver. 

Proof coins are only produced on specially selected disks, on a 
hydraulic press--one of two--in P-Mint Medal Room. ‘Engraver’ is 
custodian of all dies. [Source: Records of the Newusm 1900-7 Box 
200 folder Coinage 1908-22] By definition: is the coin a Proof, a 
Specimen, or a Master Coin? The earliest (c.a.1830) name the Mint 
used was “Master”, shortly thereafter “Specimen” then “Proof”. All 
three names are used within the Mint--in the Coiner’s Department 
records--this writer has seen. “Proof Condition” designates a coin 
made expressly for collectors and other Mints, to preserve our 
coinage in first class condition for posterity. Proof coins are made 
from dies prepared expressly for the purpose, and--old style basined 
dies--are polished to a great degree of brightness. The planchets are 
also prepared expressly for receiving the proof impressions, being 
highly polished and otherwise prepared for sharp, even 
impressions.” 

To know when a coin was struck: Time Books: different volumes 
for Employees in the Adjusting Room & Coinage Dept.: when and 


where they worked. Coiner’s supply scratch book: Coiner’s work 
figures on supplies requested, and telegrams. 

Found in a letter dated March 3, 1939 the P-Mint Superintendent 
could find no legal ability to strike and sell proof coins prior to 
1860. Many collectors know of many pre-1858 Proof coins 
beginning with the 1792 Half-Disme Thomas Jefferson presented to 
Martha Washington. “...we find no record of legislation authorizing 
the issue of proof coins.” The first regulation was issued by Mint 
Director dated March 8, 1860. However, 1880 Regulations for the 
Transaction of business at the Mints and Assay Offices of the United 
States: “Proof-coins and Pattern-pieces may be struck and sold 
subject to these regulations, when authorized by the Director of the 
Mint.” Similar wording 1888: “Proof coins shall be furnished for the 
current calendar year only, and of such as are struck during the year. 
No proof-coins shall be coined, nor dies executed, of such 
denominations of coins as are not coined for general circulation 
during the calendar year. Silver sets will not be separated.” 

Proofing is a process. The matte process is used to produce a 
protective layer on the surface of the coin to prevent corrosion from 
the environment. The process was developed by the Japanese in 
antiquity, to preserve bronze art by adding a colored patina, to 
protect bronze statues from outdoor weathering elements. The four 
coin metals we are concerned with: gold, silver, bronze and nickel 
(simplest) each have their own “rokusho” (ingredients) and different 
processes: chemicals, temp. & time. Concerning the 1916 and 1917 
High-Relief half dollars both satin finish and matte finish are extant 
outside the National Collection: Smithsonian Institution. 

There are two 1917 groups: High Relief and Low Relief. 
Comparing the details of coins struck from High Relief dies of 1916 
and 1917: The proofs “Scream Proof,” once you have seen one you 


will never forget. There is no question when compared side-by-side 
which is a proof and which is not. Extreme detail and no luster. 
The Low Relief circulation strikes display ‘soft’ details compared to 
the circulating High Relief. The High Relief circulation strikes are 
‘soft‘ in comparison to the proofs. 

The following information is necessary to define here so you can 
become familiar with the rules concerning proof coins by regulation 
of the Mint. See Scan x below. Law of June 4, 1910 Amended 
Regulations concerning Medals, Proof Coins, Experimental pieces, 
Hubs and Dies. In short: 

Section 3. “Proof coins shall be furnished for the current calendar 
year only, and of only such coins as are struck during the year.” 
Section 4. “No coin of any kind shall be struck after of the year of 
its date...” 

Section 6. “On the first working day of each year there shall be 
defaced and destroyed in the presence of the Superintendent and 
Assayer, all coinage hubs and dies, including mother dies, whether 
of experimental or adopted design, obverse or reverse...” 

Section 10: “AIl....proof coins shall be delivered by the Coiner to 
the Superintendent....accurate account...cost paid quarterly and year 
end detailed statement. 

Section 11: Experimental Pieces: struck only on written request and 
number of pieces by DM. If not adopted then defaced (by DM) and 
returned to Super., melted, receipt issued to DM. If adopted shall be 
returned by DM to Super. whom issues a receipt to Engraver for all 
experimental pieces. 

Section 12. “Experimental pieces of all kinds...shall be struck by the 
Engraver...” 


Section 13: Engraver must prepare for Super. each month the 
number of Hub’s and Die’s and number of “Experimental Pieces” 
struck. Scan x below. 


1916 


1916 [608,000] + 5 satin proof, ? matte. 
1916 the Mint announced a contest for new coin designs, Adolph 
Alexander Weinman was invited to submit a design, he was awarded 


$2,000.00 in 1916 for his 
Half-Dollar winning design; 
ditto Dime. His description of 
his artistic concept is as 
follows: Found in a hand 
written letter sent from his 
studio: 441 W. 21st St. NYC 
to the Director of the Mint 
(Office was in WDC). “In my 
design for the Half Dollar I 
have decided on a full length 
figure of Liberty, and have 
represented her enveloped in 
the folds of the Stars and 
Stripes, progressing in full 
stride toward the glorious 
dawn of a new day, carrying 
branches of laurel and of oak, 


ae 10220 
ADOLPH ALEXANDER WEINMAN 
44i West 2ist St., New York City. 


In preparing designs for the new Half Dolkar and the 
me, & number of attractive subjects, auch as patriotiam, 


>| 
Dime, « 
Unity, the Republic, Public Duty, Devotion to the Flag, ete., 


c., neturally presented themabives and tempt one with their 
possibilities of sculptured representation. When, however, one 
looks up the laws of the United States relating to the Colnese, 
one finde that certain rules exist which state just wheat ie to 
appear upon the obverse and the reveras of the silver coinge. 

Thus the obverse is to bear "An impression emblématio of Liberty, 
with an inscription of the word'Liberty' and the year of the 
coinage,” and upon the reverse, "There shall be the figure or 
representation of an eagle, with the inscription ‘United States 
of Amerioat!. 


The only exception, apparently, not covered by this rule is 
in the reverse of the Dime. On the reverse of thia coin has at 
times appeared the figure of an eagle, but more often « design 
showing o wreath, tho stipulated inscription, and the deonominna- 
tion of the coin. 


In my design for the Haif Dollar I have decided upon ao full 
leneth figure of Liberty, and have represented her enveloped in 
the folds of the Stars and Stripes, progressing in full stride 
toward the glorious dawn of » new day, oartrying branches of laurel 
end of oek, symbolical of Civil and of Military yg de Her right 
hand is outstretched in bestowal of the epirit of Liberty to the 
"Lend of the Free and the Home of the Srave." 


The design for the reverse of the Half Dollar showy en engle 
perched upon a high mountain crag, his wings unfolded, fesrless 
in spirit and conscious of his pores Springing froma rift in 
the rock is a sepling of mountain pine, symbolical of America. 


The design of the dime, owing to the smallness of the coin, 

hes been held quite simple. The obverse shows « head of Liberty 
{th winged cap. The head is firm and simple in form, the prpefile 
forceful. 

The reverse shows = design of the bundle of staffs, with 
battle ax, known as "fasces", anc symbolical of Unity, wherein 
lies the Nation's strength. Surrounding the fascesa is full 
folisged branch of olive, symbolical of peace. 


A.A. Woinman. 


symbolical of Civil and of Military Glory. Her right hand is 
outstretched in bestowal of the spirit of Liberty to the “Land of the 
Free and the Home of the Brave.” “The design for the reverse of the 
Half Dollar shows an eagle perched upon a high mountain crag, his 
wings unfolded, fearless in spirit and conscious of his power. 


Springing from a rift in the rock is a sapling of mountain pine, 


symbolical of America.” 


Weinman was confronted by intense resistance in reproducing his 


model to coinage dies by the 
Engraver Charles Barber. 
Barber’s own Half Dollar 
design was being replaced 
which had been in production 
from 1892-1915. The first 
meeting in the Mint, just prior 
to March 29, 1916, all 
participants were assembled 
who were engaged to produce 
AW’s model to be made into 
the master die, all were 
present except Barber, no call, 
no show. Failing health and an 
unpleasant disposition, and 
concerning all new designs 
were replacing his, Barber’s 
contempt was evident daily 
until his death Sunday 
February 17th 1917. This 
writer has found over one 
dozen trivial design 
modifications demanded by 
the unhappy Engraver, some 
included below. 


(COPY ) 
(Tel. 47-Flushing) 
HERMON A. MacMEIL. 
Northdrn Boulevard 
College Point 
New York. 


May llth, 1916. 

The design of the Twonty-Five Cent piece is 
intended to typify in a measure the awakening interest 
of the Country in its own protection. 

The Law specifies that on the obverse of the 
coin not only the word “Liberty”, but a representation 
of Liberty shall be shown. 

Libertgs is shown as a full length figure, front 
view, with head turned toward the left, stepping forward 
to the gateway of the Country, on the wall is inscribed the 
words, "In God we Trust". Her left arm upraised bearing 
the shield in the attitude of protection, from which the 
covering is being drawn. The right hand bears the olive 
branch of pence. On the field above her head is inscribed 
the word, “Liberty”, and on the step under her feet, "1916". 

The reverse of this coin necessitates by law a 

representation of the American Eagle ani is here shown in 
full flight with wings extended, sweeping across the coin. 
Inscription, “United States of America” and"Epluribus Unun", 
and “Quarter Dollar” below. Connecting the lettering above 
on outer circle are olive branches with ribbon that is stirred 


by the breeze as the bird flies. 


EH. Ae Macteil 


Letter from Director of the Mint (hereafter DM) to Superintendent 
(hereafter Super.) March 8, 1916 requesting artist to repair working 
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models no later than May 1, 1916. 
April 25, 1916 first reverse 
submitted. End of May Barber 
made two reverses, one with 
burnished field, other modelled. 
25c: See May 11, 1916 for 
description of design. See below 
S4, the letter from DM to Joyce 
June 24, 1916: “...The model of the 
obverse of the Half Dollar will 
have to be made over and Mr. 
Weinman informs me he is now at 
work on it.” “....The reverse....as 
shown on the coins struck from the 
polished dies, are satisfactory. I can 
see no good end to be 
accomplished by having the models 
remade on slate bases.” “ES. 
The two Half Dollars received from 
you will be lent to Mr. Weinman; 
the balance of the coins will be 
returned to you next week. Letter 
from DM to Super. June 28, 1916: 
pay AW $2,000.00 for half dollar 
design. See below the hand written 
letter from AW to Super. July 18, 


1916: “... The obverse for the Half Dollar, which has been somewhat 
modified, will soon follow and I am more busy with the reverse for 
the Half Dollar.” [Paragraph] “I may say that I was greatly 
disappointed and find that the background on both the Dime and 


Half Dollar had been polished, a course of procedure which, permit 
me to say, will ruin any design. With a background that shines like a 
mirror it is impossible to eventually see the design and in my 
opinion makes the coin look cheap. ....”” Hand written letter from 
AW to Barber July 26, 1916: “....1 have made a change on the 
placement in the word ‘Liberty’ on obverse of the Half Dollar and 
the reduction is ready, but must have the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury. The reverse is now being reduced and will be 
finished tomorrow. I shall send both as soon as approved and cast in 
bronze.” “.....1 request that the Engraver at the Philadelphia Mint be 
instructed to use the strongest possible relief in both coins (dime 
also) and not to rub or burnish any part of the dies.” Handwritten 
letter from AW to Secretary McAdoo Aug. 12, 1916: Sent 3 
photographs of changed reverse see also Aug. 7, 1916 typed S3 
below (Scan 3: hereafter S_). Mentions an earlier obverse change. 
AW says the first dies were weak, in lower relief than original 
design. “The background of field had been rubbed on the dies so the 
struck coin shone like a mirror.” “....1 request that the Engraver at 
the Philadelphia Mint be instructed to use the strongest possible 
relief in both coins and not to rub or burnish any part of the dies.” 

Aug. 16, 1916 from Super. to Acting DM: Please send one of the 
hydraulic presses you are not using to NY Assay Office. 

Letter from AW to Joyce (Super.) Aug. 19, 1916: ...obverse 
LIBERTY also INGOD WE TRUST to be relocated...please send a 
lead impression from the die of cent for comparison to make any 
slight correction. August 21, 1916 letter from AW to Joyce: 
Enclosed is “...bronze cast of the final model for reverse...” revised 
upper group of feathers of left wing. 

Telegram Aug. 28, 1916: High relief dies sent to D & S-Mints. 


See S5 below the letter from Acting DM to Joyce August 29, 
1916: “Referring to the experimental coins now in this Bureau, and 
to those on hand at the Mint, I have to request that, upon being 
advised of the final approval of each of the designs, all such pieces 
be destroyed. |P If you have lent to the sculptures’ any of the coins, 
please request their return to your Mint for destruction as soon as 
there is no further doubt as to the satisfactory conditions of the 
respective dies.” 

Planchet size adjustment/redesign: Coins sticking in vending 
machines, pay telephones. Letter Aug. 12, 1916. Aug 30, ADM to P- 
Mint Super. concerning Brandt see S21 below. Letter Oct. 6, 1916 
see S101 below. Letter from Coiner to Super P-Mint, Nov. 13, 1916 
See S107. Letter from Am. Sales Machine Co to Joyce, Nov. 16, 
1916 see S6 below. Letter from Brandt Cashier Co. to Joyce & Von 
Engelkan Dec. 26, 1916: 50c & 25c work correctly, 10c not so. See 
S7 below. 

Letter hand written from AW to Joyce requesting coins by his 
design: 20 $1/2, 50 10c “...general circulation....” “....one copy of 
each, the Half Dollar and Dime, from the special lot....” see S8 
below Letter Sept. 6, 1916. Enclosed is check for $15.00 please 
send 20 half dollars and fifty dimes. “As a special favor I would 
request one copy of each, the Half Dollar and Dime, from the 
special lot which I understood you say will be struck for higher 
officials of the Administration. ....” See S10 below: No coins 
received to date, paid for, notification by letter Nov. 1, 1916. No 
coins received to date, by notification of letter dated Dec. 22, 1916. 
Dec. 28, 1916: Finally received 20 half dollars and AW sent another 
$5.00 for 10 more, which were received Jan. 2, 1917, he says: 
“.given as New Years gifts...” “...that the beads are not on the 
border of the new Half Dollars....”. 


Sept. 7, 1916 Telegram order from Von Engelken to Super: “Have 
Weinman come to Phila. to take up matter of fifty cent piece.... 
Director.”; see S16 below: Letter Sept. 7, 1916 below. Letter from 
DM to AW (approved by Asst. Sec. Newton) Sept. 8, 1916: Come to 
Phila. Mint for conference with Super. and Engraver relative to the 
dies. Expenses paid by Mint. September 11, 1916 expenses to travel 
to P-Mint on Government Account: $8.45. Reply from AW “... Will 
be there between 11:00 and 12 o’clock.” Letter signed by AW on 
Mint Superintendent’s letterhead: AW to Super. Sept. 11, 1916: 
“Received from the Superintendent U. S. Mint, Philadelphia, Pa. 


two half dollars, one each from the 
last two models. Signature AW [Trial 
Strikings]. Sept. 16, letter from DM 
to Joyce: When Weinman arrives 
please explain the design to be in 
restrictions of our “mechanical 
limitations”. Have “Mr. Barber 
determine the width of the rim across 
the face with a view of obviating the 
fin edge condition, and that if 
possible you limit Mr. Weinman in 
his design to a specific depth...” As 
most “Walker” collectors know one 
of the 1916 “Experimental’s” is 
known today in private hands. See 
‘“Free-Range Trial Striking” right & 
below. See S13 letter below: Sept. 19, 
1916 S-Mint ...return 10c dies. A 
nearly identical letter is dated Sept. 7, 
followed by a telegram from von 
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Engrlken Sept. 7. A letter from DM (Acting) to AW Sept. 23, 1916: 
“Cast of obverse is about to be delivered to P-Mint, please be 
present there while dies are made. Expenses paid.” Sept. 25, 1916 
Expenses to travel to P-Mint on Government Account: $14.10. 

Letter Oct. 6, 1916 die preparation 10c, see $103 below. Oct. 
17th: Telegram from DM to Super.: “Sir, I am in receipt of your 
letter of Oct. 17th. Effective at once, you will please discontinue the 
manufacture of Proof coins.” This letter testifies that there was a 
monetary loss to the production and sale of proof coins due to the 
bullion costs & labor costs versus the price sold for. 

Letter Oct. 17, 1916 send lead impressions 25c, see S11 below. 
Letter Oct. 17, 1916 to DM from Super.: “The issue of the silver 
coins of the new designs will complete the series of changes on the 
coin designs. The ground of all these designs is uneven, which 
makes it impossible to produce proof coins which are distinctive 
from the regular coins made on the coinage presses from new dies, 
the only difference between proofs and the regular coins being the 
sharper edge and design.” Letter from AW to Joyce Oct. 18, 1916: 
Please inform me as to the progress of the new dies. 

Letter from Mint Director F.J.H. von Engelken to Super. Oct. 18, 
1916: “I am in receipt of your letter of Oct. 17th. Effective at once, 
you will please discontinue the manufacture of proof coins.” 

See S14 below handwritten letter from AW to Joyce Oct. 21, 
1916: “....1 do hope it has been possible to arrange the obverse of the 
Half Dollar so that the figure of Liberty has not been reduced in size 
and height of relief. However knowing the keen interest you are 
taking in the success of these coins. I feel that the final result will be 
safe. I shall be pleased to receive the examples of the first coinage.” 
“..wish to make requisition for the payment of the sum of 
$2,000.00, due...” “....expenses Philadelphia on Sept. 11, Sept 25.” 


Letter Oct. 22, 1916 from DM to P-Mint 25c Die Trials two of four 
one-sided returned, see S102 below. 

Letter Nov. 1, 1916: from Super. to Acting Director: “Hereafter 
when reporting coinages on Cashier’s Daily Statement, please report 
the proof pieces separately from the regular coinage.” 

Letter hand written from AW to Joyce Nov. 1, 1916: “...removal of 
my monogram from reverse....” “...1 have not received the number 
of new coins...” See below S10. 

Handwritten letter from AW to Joyce Nov. 10, 1916: “....that my 
design for the Half Dollar lead has been finally O.K.’d I made, on 
October 21. Formal application for the payment of the full account 
of $2,000.00 due upon such approval. ...have not yet received this 
payment...” 

Letter Nov. 11, 1916 from DM to P-Mint: “...we decided to 
sharpen the design of the shield,...” see below S106, also see photo 
Strengthened shield details. 

Letter: Nov. 11, 1916: to Super. from DM Set-up presses with new 
design, strike, retain all pieces in Coiners hand’s attach Daily 
Statement. Your opinion as how many pieces will suffice an 
inventory that will “to the end we may accumulate a surplus to meet 
the extraordinary demand we may anticipate after the day of 
issuance.” 

Letter sent from DM to Super. Nov. 11, 1916: Please send 12 
sets of dies to S-Mint. Follow this with another 12 in a week or ten 
days. Or all 24 now if you can. To D-Mint 6 sets. 

Letter Nov. 11, 1916: Giving “....Mr. Hidelt....the position of 
“Melter™. 

Letter Nov. 11, 1916 from Super. to Joyce: Please send to me.... 
12 half-dollars....” Letter from DM to Joyce Nov. 11, 1916: “...coins 
(10c) for the Secretary reached here in good season...Will you 


please send me twelve....Half Dollars.” Letter from DM to Super. 
dated Nov. 11, 1916: requesting the number of experimental or 
specimen coins charged to DM. 

Letter from AW to Joyce Nov. 13, 1916: Thanking for the expense 
vouchers for travel expenses Sept. 25 & 26. Letter from (Acting von 
Engelkin) DM to Super. Joyce Nov. 16, 1916: ship new half dollar 
dies to D-Mint & S-Mint. Nov. 21 invoice: Six sets D-Mint 12 sets 
(obv #7-18, rev #7-18) S-Mint Nov. 21 cost $60.00 and $120.00 
respectively. 

Letter from ANJ Mr. Kunz to Joyce Nov. 24, 1916: AW has 
informed me there have been small changes to his design, one being 
a beaded border but this is not final, American Numismatic Journal 
wishes to publish photos, will you also send any information as to 
the minting of these coins. 

Letter to Joyce from DM Nov. 27, 1916: Mr. Malburn suggested a 
mechanical alteration to the presses so the high-relief half-dollars 
could be struck without being troubled with lack of uniformity on 
the thickness of the rim. Please send reasons in full....see Letter 
Nov. 27, 1916 S108, S110 below. Letter from Barber to Joyce Nov. 
28, 1916: Barber said the coins do not strike with an even rim, but 
are thin where the devices--head and foot--come near the rim. The 
coin design was strictly artistic, not for mechanical advantage. With 
the present design the problem can not be overcome. 

Letter from ANJ Kunz to Norris (Acting Super.) Nov. 28, 1916: 
Thanking Norris for the information that the only change was the 
beaded border change. You the reader know the facts to that answer. 

Letter from Engraver Barber to Super. Joyce Nov. 29, 1916: 
concerning edge thickness problems, see S17 below. Letter from 
Barber to Joyce Nov. 29, 1916: Sent dies obv. #19-26, rev. #19-24 to 
S-Mint. Cost $60.00. Invoice #81111. Letter from ANJ Kunz to 


Joyce Dec. 2, 1916: Thanks for information as to new coin 
preparation of the dies, the metal and the minting. 

Letter from DM to Super. Dec. 7, 1916: Please inform me of 
progress of design half dollar dies. I have a letter from Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury asking for progress report. Letter from 
Engraver Barber to Joyce Dec. 9, 1916 see S18: “The want of 
uniformity on the thickness of the edge of the new half dollar is not 
the result of any defect on either our presses or methods of 
manufacturing coins, it is the result of conditions met with in the 
design. ....1 may add that this uneven thickness occurs in the five 
cent and the new dime and from the same causes...” 

Letter from Director to all 3 Superintendent’s Dec. 16, 1916: 
Please use form 1028-A weekly for coinage ‘dies on hand’ 
‘received’ and ‘Used in Coinage’...‘used in coinage’ that are unfit 
for further use’....” 

Letter from DM to P-Mint Super Dec. 21, 1916: requesting 10 
each 25c, 50c. See S118 below. 

Letter hand written from AW to Joyce Dec. 22/16: ? issue date, 
requesting coins paid for when Officials receive theirs, see $120 
below. 

Letter hand written from AW to Joyce Dec. 28, 1916: Rec’d 20 
$1/2’s paid, enclosed $5.00 for 10 more $1/2’s. See S125 below. 

Letter from DM to P-Mint Super., Dec. 29, 1916: D-Mint 
“clearness and uniformity of edge...” “...general lack of sharpness 
from you Mint,....” See $121 below. 


Half Dollar US-Pattern 


SUC J- 1992 


U.S Mint 


1985 55] Q/5/ 


98 Sed EDF 


Coin is in The National 
Numismatic Collection, National 
Museum of American History, 
Smithsonian Institution, hereafter: 
TNNC. Hand written Judd 1797, 
it is a 1797a. No luster. 
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Coin is in TNNC. High relief. 
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UNITED 


Pattern 


Reverse: Heavy 
die polish where 
AW will be at later 
date to CA.; 
(AT)ES....ME(RI). 
Double strike 
evident at 12:00. 
Large Eagle. 


STATES 1916 
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Obver's e: 
Among many 
polish marks 
Slab 198 & this 
have heavy 
polish mark 
from B(ER) to 
leaf just above 
left elbow, seen 
in photos. 


Reverse: Same 
die as slab 198. 
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(coPy) 


ADOLPH ALEXANDER WEINMAN 
441 West 21st Street 
NEW YORK CITY. ‘ 


August 7, 1916. 


Hon. W. G. McAdoo, 
Secretary of the Treasury, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. McAdoo: 


I an sending you herewith three photographs of the 
changed design for the reverse of the Half Dollar, for your inspection 
and approval, 


The change seemea to me a decided improvement over the first cesign 
and together with the chanre I have made on the design on the obverse of 
thie coin, which you have recently approved, I believe the ceneral ap 
pearance of this coin will be much enhanced, 


In connection with the designs, please permit me to drar your 
S3 Z tter Au 7 1916: attention to the matter of the making of the dies. The dies made from 
. e g. by] ° the fLret set of modele propared by me were rather weak, the asount of 
relief being relatively leos than my models onlled fer and the back- 
3 hotos ground, or field, had been rubbed in the dies sc the struck coin shone 
p . like a mirror. All this helped to mar the artistic qualities of the 
coins, In order to avoid a recurrence of this in the final dies, 
may I request that the Engraver at the Philadelphia Mint be instructed 
te use the strongest pousible relief in both coins and not rub or bur~ 
nish any part of the dies. 


IT should be pleased to visit the Mint eat any time the En 
graver has the dieo rendy and I should like to be presert when the 
firet examples are struck. 


You are undoubtedly conversant with the fact that it has been 
customary to ullow sculptors who have designed coins, the priy- 
dlege to place their initials or Monogram on some inconspicuous part eof 
the coin ani I respectfully request -you to grant me this privilege. 


With every appreciateion of the keen interest you have shown 
in the matter of the new coins, I ap 


Very respect fully yours, 


(Signed) A. A. Weimmen. 


(COPY) 


Scan c. Reverse 
modification photo July 


copy of 


21st, 1916. This is one of a 
the sharpest coin photos 
this writer has ever seen, iy 





glossy. coty ne wi 


aloo approve 


be corrected, of course. 


W. G. Ucddoo. 
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US-Pattern 
50¢ J-1992 
B.M. Douglas 
NU*237132.0001 





Coin in TNNC. Looks AU, possible incomplete Satin Proofing. 
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. 


Seymour 


Wampum 
~~. A 
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Obverse: R in 
TRUST has two 
lower strokes. Die 
polish horizontal 
throat to first star. 
Dot between both 
stars in front of 
face just below 
eye-level. Dot 
below right hand at 
wrist and above 
lower star. Heavy 


horizontal die 
polish at 1916. 


Reverse: No AW. 
Light die polish 
entire field 
towards 12:10 ona 
clock face. Small 
Eagle. 


‘ ~1985.0551.074]1 
197 (#9 





Coin in TNNC. Slab has handwritten Judd 1798 but it is a 1799. 
Proof, no trace of wear. No luster. 
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) Seymour Wamputrs> 








Obverse: Light 
rays, flag details 
soft, all details 
soft. Vertical die 
polish covers 
field in and 
around IN GOD 
WE TRUST. 


Reverse: Line 
um@er 
(A)MERIC(A), 
through E 
PLURIB. Die 
polish from 
Eagles wing near 
sapling towards 
(1)TED. Large 
Eagle. 














This coin is in 
TNNC, it should be 
called a ‘Free- 
Range Trial 
Striking’. 
ss Circulated to Fine 


UNITED STATES 1916 J Condition. 


Circulation has 


Pattern Half Dol removed all die 
(J . markers. 
> - — ~ }* <<, fF 


UNITED STATES 1916 


Pattern Half Dollar 
CT~-1995 Swim JobF97 
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Obverse: Similar to 
slab 197 but 
LIBERTY further 
from border. E 
directly above head. 
Mountain covering 
sun bigger. Mountain 
at base of foot bigger. 


Reverse:. Smallest 
Eagle. Smaller USA, 
Half Dollar. Area at 
left is identical to 
Slab 196. 


JM tureE f NumSnATiC AUTHENTICATORS 


(h (im An. 
Stee Enrol, N7/ 1e3— 
head 17, Yze 


To Whom IT ry Comcenn:: 
ie ahifis Wat f he Svewinny Va Mee ping. 


Herk Glt tn her Noe dud A a halt pet 


1] 1G WL) bolf der 
Shes of ple saree Wad om pepe 
| ts Masd pad Ped 


busier chalees , mmch f on 

gee: 6M ent, fotem alee. Bartha ave. bret 

br bos rede) Than m oti halves of Hw 
a. Swcfreet art wl idetierl & “sth nh f 


apa pick) ) e240 rarol™ t Theat om pot 


uw 


v4 Ah tim berber 7 Tisamass. (9105. Te 
5 bia ne at ied f on inf A 
He, Snel ‘ a Mf. b phstte 
Wal > Creer 

Bek LAM 
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B&W copy. 
Rough draft. 


1916 Twenty Five Cents. 


UN Mint 


IYAN USS] 7S 


OMS ire AW 





Coin is in TNNC. 
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Ad 


Vi | ait 4\; 


PY / 
vy 


/ 





Obverse: M placed right 
of star. Obv. strengthened 
shield details, see letters 
below (example S102) 





Reverse: No die scratch, 
feathers to (I)BUS _ see 
below. 
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Coin in TNNC. Dies look perfect. 
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, 


5 > 








Obverse: Strong 
raised dot next to 
star above right of 
6 where M will be 
placed, see above. 
Weakest shield 
details. Weak 
details, walls near 
rims on both r. & |. 
details effaced. See 
text below. 


Kev.: 13 stars 
replace wreath. 


UNITED STATES 1916 
Pattern Quarter Hot 





Coin is in TNNC. Luster is 
present. 





Obverse: Small 
raised dot next to 
star above & right 
of 6 where M will 
be placed, see 
above. Weak 
shield. 


Reverse: Heavy 
die scratch (BU)S 
to feather tip. 
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1916 TEN CENTS 


NITED STATES. 1914 


Pattern Dime sagt 
1) > GFL. 


IV rr ‘ 





Coin in TNNC. 
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Obverse: Date 
descends to 
right. No AW in 
field. Small 
head. Die rust 
in field near 
hair at nape of 
neck. 





Coin in TNNC. 


hay Pesta, Bah gird G04 


NB 49:35 Ivy/Heritage has a 1916 Proof 10c 
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Obverse: Level 
date. AW in 
field. Die polish 
where die rust 
was on above 
obverse. 
Different bust 
point than last. 
Uneven area on 
side of neck 
looks to be 
glue, it is raised 
above coins 
surface. 


ll 
7 tt 


OO 
— 


1916 


US-Pattern 


10¢ J-1984 
U.S. Mint 


1985.0551.0761 
194 





a 


SY “jj, 
; 
; 





Coin in TNNC. 





NB 49:36 ...Proof 10c for comparison... 
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Obverse: No AW. 
Pointed bust. Flat 
date. Extreme 
detail. 


(0220 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





orrice or 
ctor oF rie MINT WASHINGTON 


CPL TING GUOTE dmiti“‘s 


June 24, 1916. 


Hon. A. li. Joyce, 
Superinsendant, Us. Se idint, 
Philadelphia, Pes 


Dear Mr. Joyces 


The dime is all right. Pletne ses that working 
6ies for tha three mints are mie as rapidly as possi- 
ble, in order that the coinare of the new dimes may de 
begun quickly, The demand for there coins is excoed-_ 
insly ereat. 


Thea model of the obverse on the half dollar will 
have to be mice over ant lb. ‘einman informs me he is 
now at work on it. ‘The same is tne of the quarter 
dollar, Zhe roverse of both the quarter dollar an the 
hulf dollar, as shovm on tho coins etruci from the 
polished dies, aro satisfactory. I can see no good 
end to be acromplished ty having the models remade on 
slate bases. 


Everyone to whom the coina have bean shown here 
thinks they ure boautifal. 


I beg to enjoin you not to pay out any of the now 


limes until you have received special instructions from 
this office. 


S4. Letter June 24, 
1916. 10c okay, $1/2 
to be made over. 


Yery truly yours, 








Pe. 5. Tho two half dollars received from you 
lent to Liar. Weinmong tho balance of tha coins 
returned to you noxt week, 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





OFFICE OF 
TOR OF THE MINT WASHINGTON 


WARING QUOTE InITIALS 


angst 25, 2915. 


Hone ae Li. Joyoe, 

Superintendent, U. Ss. Mint, 

Philadelphia, Pa. 4 

Sir: 

Referrins to the sxnsrinental coins now in this Bureau, 
and to those on hand at the Mint, I have to request thet, 
upon being advised of the final auprroval of each of ths 
designs, 211 suck plecss be destroyed. 

if you have lent to the sculotors any of thse coins, A 29 
Please request their return to your itint for destruction SS. Letter ug. bd 
25 soen as there is no further doubt as to the satisf=c- 1916. 
tory conditions of the reapective dies. 


Respectfully, 
———7 





’ Sees 


actine Director Of 4he tint. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 


ITOR OF THE MINT 
EPuriee QUOTE imiTIALS 


September 7, 1916. 


Dear Ur. Joyce: 

I wish to confirm our telephone conversation of to-day 
relative to the new coinage, supplementing what I have just 
telegraphed you ac followa;:- 

: “Have ir. Seinman come to Philedelphia and tale 
uw with him the matter of ths fifty-cent pisce 
in accordance with my letter which will reach 
you in the morning.” 

You will please go tnto this matter very fully with 
Mr. Weinman. Explain to him that it will be absolutely 
escential that the desig of the coin shall come within 
the restrictions to which we are subject by roason of our 
mechanical limitations. it would de my sugrestion that you 
have lr. Barber determine the width of the rim across the fase 
with a view of obviating the fin edge condition, and that if 
possible you limit ur, Weinman in his design to a specific 
depth of ak ye the Tace of the coin. Ur. Barber should 
be able to fix this limit st a point that will do away with the 
unevermess of thickness in tho edge of the coin. If this ia 
not perfectly clear to you kindly ring me up by toelerhone 
aftor you have discustod tho matter with i. “oinman. I an 
very exclous to know how mich more time will be necessary now 
to have Lr. Weinman modify his design in conformity with our 


requivements, os Lit. Moadoo is nressing mo for this informa- 


S16. 2 pages Sept 7, 1916. 


tion. Please let me have a complete report of your 
Aicoussion with Mr. Weinmon. 

I have before m one of the 25 cent pieces struck from 
the reduced design. I notice thet tho relief of this coin is 
much lower than that of amy of the others. If it ta et all 
possible I wish you woul4 see that the designs as submitted 
by Mr. MacNeil be used. Shovidary modification be é:emed 
advisable after taking the matter up with him, I will advise 
you what to do. In reporting to me on this twont:-five cent 


plece be sure to let me have your recommendations. 





Hone Ae de Joyos, 
Superintendent, U. S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Fe. Se It may be as well to havo Ur. seinman there next 
Monday a5 I will bo with you on Mondsy aftor- 
noon” I will leave this matter to your judpzent, 
however, as time is a matter of prime importance, 
ané we “ant to avoid any unnecessary delay. 


set Weer 2ter Sreert, New Yous Cow 


Ne Y Japvivn ALEXANDER WEINMAN Jo 2120 
¥ Legolas $1 


S8. Sept 6, 1916: Special lot t.7% InriDEC 22 1918 
request. ceeey Hecate “CF ay 









xt 


i oh 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 





OF SUPERINTENDENT SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 


September 19, 1916. 


Superintendent U. S. Mint, no Ue Baz S 1 3 é Sept. ] 9 > 
Philadelphia, Pa. RP 25 lai, 1916. return 10c 

Sir: _ ae : : ° y ° 
=r dies from S-Muint. 


Pursuant to directions received from the Bureau of 
the Mint, I return to you this day new design dime dies 
as follows: 


Obverse 106 to 110 inec--5 
Reverse 91 to 95 inc--5 


Bill of lading 12904 enclosed. 
Respectfully, 


Pp” fury 


Acting Superintendent. 










we NG 1 PROOF COINS, | 
TIONS CONCERNING MEDALS, PI 
PERIMENTAL PIECES, HUBS AND DIES. 











5 a at of the sale of medals {and ‘proof coitis sand pay in 
bes dies sball not be prepared at the Mint, but when the quartérly; or at stich other times as may be 


+ will permit, medals may be struck from furnished dies at 8 
















yr by the Director of the Mint, and'if not adopted for regular coinage during 
same year, Shall be defaced by him (except such pieces as he may deem it wise 
reserve for the Cabinet in Philadelphia) and returned to the Superintendent, 
shall cause them to be melted in his presence and that of the Assayer, and a writtén 
statement shall be sent to the Director of the Mint to serve as youcher in the 
archives of that Bureau. Such pieces, if adopted for coinage, shall be returned by 
the Director of the Mint and receipted for by the Superintendent, The Saperin- 
tendent' of the Mint shall give receipt to the Engraver for all experimental pieces. 
Sec. 12. Experimenta! pieces of all kinds (except the soft metal impressions pro- 
vided for in section 4) shall be struck by the Engraver from plancliets furnished by 
the Coiner, only upon a requisition sigued by the Superintendent for a spletific num- 
ber of pieces. ry 
Sec. 13. The Engraver t for the 
mént as to the number of hubs and dies prepared, andthe nu 





























foc struct Le Mie : i ee Keen Tre er 
—, in actanl,mee, and all hubs of the aise Use Duperttaandedt of : Aint all inopect ti6 Ea raver's departmeni Pr 
e regular coinage dies and. on the Stet work- 7 wally ‘ecarti all et eens as : ntal ea tape =, =| 
ing the captody. of the, Engrave, Ors tor destroction, 23 Shee an emaap ee tiain jen Fo me ear teie ay 
; Saperintendent for Engraver, in order to insure compliance with the regilations, ~~ 
Sec. 14. The annual assay medals are presented as award 


written order of the Superintendent Ae ernment in connection with the Annual Assay ‘Commissi 





record of those manafactared, awarded ‘to Sabi of things “Whi tehtdalt upod the Co 
, and scdggrir ‘ose tually serve upon the 
therein and the number of sesh, aera Secretary of the Comtiission afidthe Director of the Mint, { 

ee ye amount of bullion employed and: the amount which may have been strack shall be defaced and destroyed imm . 
Carin the ie pngraver must beiconsideres\ responsible meeting of the’Couimission. AN) assay medals of d given year ebiall be 0 

Of the one activities having to-do.with the striking of material, and no such médals of earlier dates'shall be Struck, 

over-which, according to present et va resaeinieages sat ae ee 

‘which according to the law belongs to the jurisdiction o pallens | ee te Director of the Mit. fin. 
4 F in Acting Secretary of the Treasury. et ce 
— - Jane 4, 2910. See a i 

VReed Cece 












iY oti 
Se San ie Scan 


Proof (Guta) were Inet made in 1915. Proof coinn were made in 1916 X. 
but only In five cent and one cent deneminations. This was tho inet 

year in which any proof voine were struck until it wre “pute docited 

So repume coinage of these plecww in 1936, 


changed so 


pro pets Céa/ btu Aad Seth « Fér” ’ minat st : : ) 1 uu ; unt : 41 late in 
: : - -. to make ont SaReticn efter 
Grinnad4t poten mm in “ESS ie oedr ‘Cireuletion heve been issued) great 





On hes been shown by versons desiring these proofs 
cingiy unnecessary smount of correspondence entailed 
Pace, returning orders ené snewering complaints. 


see In order to distinguish col4 proofs from the reguler 
veg it has been necessary to give them e sandblest finich, 

: ch es the sppenrance of the coins to such en extent that 
it is almost impossible to nut them in circulation. This is 
something I mm not sure we heve a right to do. 


The extre charge for the silver sand mitior proof coins, 
¢, does not cover the cost of manufacture. 


we 


I would, therefore, suegest for your consideration 
the edvissability of cessing the manufacture of proof coins. 


44 Resvectfully, 


/s/ A. ¥. JOYCE 
Surerintendent 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





OFFICE OF 
DTOR OF THE MINT WASHINGTON 


SPLTING GUOTE InNTIAga 





i i im lesions 
$103. Letter Oct. 6, 1916. 
Preparation 10c dies. 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT fhe 


OFrrice oF 
1ToR OF THE MINT WASHINGTON 


PA TING QUOTE IMITIALS 


Or. 
OCT Be ivt 


Cetoter 17, 1916. 


GWSISCT: Few silver coinaoe. 


Hon. Ai Ke Soyo See S 1 | ; 9) 5 Cc I. ea d 
impressions, Oct. 17, 


Philadslpnis, Ponnse 
Dear ih. Jvco: 
In son“ins no the load impressions of the tvent>- 1916. 


3 . 


five acnt niece, made in acsomiance with om A@lscuasion yostorday, 


26 retium te re also the leat imrression cf the obverse side 


oo) 
Qo 
~ 


the trentyefive cont pieco that I left with you yestoréay, in 
orier that I may favo this for comparison with the altered de- 
sitte 


Vary truly vous By 
/ 


- 
Dirootor of the Lint 
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AL PH ALEXANDER WEINMAN 
44) Weer 2ter Greecr, New Fora Seve 


4 er 


Cpielite 2.1.79 Fé. 


. ale <b te Goole 


: en clones et ; 


on Guwcaae— S\4, Oct. 21, 1916 hand 
ee Se Oe lees wee written. 


agra b= sila 
aan 


ae 


$102. Oct. 22, 1916 Die Trials 
“...Sample quarters...” 





/O 2 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


OFFice 


or 
STOR OF THE MINT WASHINGTON 
O7UTING QUOTE imitiane 


Ostober 22, 1916. 


Dear ir. Joyce: 

I am returning to you herewith two of the four 
Sample quarters you sent me, one being blank oh one side 
with the raverss design on the other, the other being 
your No. 4 as submitted in your letter of October 20th. 

With one slight alteration, the design as it ap- 
pears on coin No. 4 is acceptable. The Slight alteration 
referred to is the elimination of the two leaves in the angle 
o> the letter "L" in the word "Liberty". You will notice 
that I have scratched these two leaves of! th- coin I am 
returning to you. ‘jith this slicht change you may go 
ahead and make up the dies for the finished coin. I 
have kept here No. 2 and No. 3 which you cam charge to 


me. 


Very truly ows, 


3, 4 
; rr Me ft SME Ft me ———-— 


ke epee ¢ 


7, 
Director of the Mint. 


Hon. A. HE. Joyce, 
Superintendent, U.S.wint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


S10. Nov. 1, 1916. 





Kon © the 
2un 


JOyCe, 


ie ov 
érinter 


ent, U. 
= * 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 





” fr S t 
< nLiborty 
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7 
? — 
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, LPH ALEXANDER WEINMAN 


44% West 2tet Sreeer. New Yore Crew 


Lee ; 





S106. Nov. 11, 1916. Strengthen 
Shield details. 
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Letter Nov. 27, 1916. 





0220 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





ieee oF she MINT WASHINGTON 


PAVING GUOTE INITIALS 
lov: mbez,27, 1916. 


Mi C 
Wm By 
My, Ut ke, 


23, ol] Pa 
Po $110. 


SUBJECT; New silver coinare,. oe 


—_—-—— SS 


Hone A. ll. Joyce, ¢, 
Superintendent, U. 5. Mint, 
Philedelphic, Penne. 
Sir: 

You will recall while in New York my dis- 
cussinz with you the snzcestion edvanced by Mr. 
Mialburn thet some mechanical alteration in the 
presses would hare ensbled us to coin the orig- 
inel high-relief half dollar without being 

: troubled with lack of wmiformity in thicknsss 
of the rim. You stated to me at the time thet 
the mechanical difficulties which made it im- 
possible to do this conld not be overcome. 
Please write me a letter givin= your 
rensons for this statement in full, in order 
thet I msy transmit it to Hr. Mslburn for his 
information. 
necpectiuniy J / 


lke fi tt, 


Director of the Pint. 













—-— 


Maile in Wow York ay aiv- 
edvansed by Ur. 
alteration in the 
== & ein the crie- 
¢ wttmott Dele 
mity in thickesss 


mote it im 

Bd not ve grervone, 
siete re 

fea, to prter 

Metbarn for his 


S108. Nov. 27, 1916 DM to 
Joyce: Malburn press 
modification. 
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: 4 Sf) yy) , t 
WHOVVOMN Sis Mihi Compony 
: > é 
. Dhprron Ge. Tending . SE AA 


Sip Madab. Harris wud Workaisdae 


Wovcaster:. War, HAS ih. 


*s , Ss “oF 
Hovember 16, 181s. 


Try 
--e ¥YYv , 


* 
Sunt. of Mint, 
biledelohia, Pe. 
Desr Ure JOFoEs 
mr i ineton renressrintive, br. Fiahback, bas 
aitt-n co me resardin> the use of our coin Getectior in sorting 
going at the Laht, end has pointed out certain defeote which mey 
vw = . - ** —— 4 : s 
e-ist in coins ss they come Zrom the minting machines. 
cannot answer offhand , as you will resdily 
: e 42 you will ta trouble to submit to us 
anders é&, bu = 3 
sorig Of the imporvJoct coins , we ssn Very guickly determine 
avhner not our coin dotector coulé serve to do the sorting 
Pou Cent te have Gone. 
The writer presumes that these defects ara not 
cons tan } mt ther sould ba of one charecter at one time and 
S0Ts “ f 
x re ferent onarast ¢ another time when the coivewn- 
6% have varied, Gonersliy shoacing, any viristion from tho 
contour ¢ o jor: ooin will bo noted by tho Getactor and tho 
coin rejootod. 
“his teine a now problem, however, the vriter would 
3 it iy 23 ° gtual imperfectione beforn civing 
. s + > “ t 
in opirione 
+} . . .* " of . J 2 > ; Tov cor five us 
aatius © > : 
5 
Rvle Be se vores, — . 
§ of otr dents ") ovevete witl ut mutter, 
i rensin, 
ginosrely yours, 


if he 


S107. Planchet size adjustment. 
Nov. 13, 1916. 


S6. Planchet change. Am. Sales, 
Nov. 16, 1916. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


MINT OF THE UNITED STATES 





PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


orrice ar 
STEMDENT OF COCMING DEFARTMENT 


November 13, 19156. 


Hon. A. M. Joyce, 
Superintendent, 
Sir: 

Replying to the Director's letter of the 10th instant, 
enclosing ten dimes coined at the San Francisco Mint, I have 
examined the waue, and by way of improvement I would suggest 
that the planchets be cut to measure 704/1000, anil the piece 
milled like the one enclosed. This will allow more blow 
without showing & Tin. The piece will then menoure after 
coinage 53/1000, which will meet all requirementa and at the 
same time show a perfect and uniform border. 

We place the obverse die on the bottom, thereby hold- 
ing the piece more centrai, ani aiding in the prevention of 
au fin. It will be necessary to make the neck of the reverse 


die longer. I enclose a finished piace coined as above 


Dae 
/ <a?) (iin @ 


otated. 
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of Coining Department. 





STOR OF THE MINT 


‘ fo 2.20 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON TOE ve, 
: elas) Ory 

aneust 30, 1915. ites? 2 19g 

~, 3 ‘es , 
dasyy, ~9"0 

Superintendent, U. S. Mint, C9. 
Philadelphia, 2a. ~ Sig 


Sir: 

I am enclosing herewith chacit of the Brandt 
Sashiar Company, 727 S. Dearvorn Streat, Chicago, 
Illinois, covering the cost of ten sets of ench of 
the coins of new desime. Will you please cash the 
chee, use enough of the proceeds to pay for ten 
dimes struck subsequent to the first ten you are to 
eend to Mr. Von Engelien, ond forward them to tho 
above Company. Please retain tha balanco of the 
procesds of the check wntil the quarter and half 
dollars are ready, and sond ten of each to tho Brandt 
JOMpan ye 

I will spproeciate it if you will expedite the 
shipment of the ten dimes to the Company, advising 
this office then the shipment has bem made. 

The Brandt Cashier Compeny has been advised that 
you havo beon authorized to transmit the new coins, 
ani that yon ara heliding the balance of tha proneeds 
of the checis for the other denominations. 


Respectfully, 





Brandt Cashier Company 


Builders of Automatic Machines for Paying Money 


SS i018 So. Wabash Ave. 
CHICAGO 


aCe 
Cry 
ber as hid 


December 26th, ait | 
s 


Mint of the United States, 
Philadelphia, Penna. 
Mr.A.M.Joyce, Superintendent. 


DearSir: 


We have your kind letter December 
g2nd, and are today writ Mr.F¥.J.H.Von Engelken, 
Director of the Mint, Washington, D.C., info 
him that the new halves and quarters pay correctly 
through the Brandt Automatic Cashier, and are 
satisfactory for our system of coin storage trays. 
Furthermore, the same are confidential to us 
until you place the new coins in circulation. 


We recently had a Chicago banker 
telephone us that the new dimes would not pay 
through his machine, and we called there and 
found some of the dimes varied. We previously 
reported as to this, and if you are interested, 
perhaps we can procure some of the dimes and 
send them to you. They may be from the early 
dies, andi are perhaps correct today. 


With appreciation, and extending 
compliments of the season, we are, 


Very truly yours, 
BRANDT CASHIER COMPANY 


5M iit) 


S7. Planchet size, Dec. 26, 1916. 


$21. Brandt Aug 30, 1916. 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT PHILADELPHIA, 
ENnGRAVER'S DEPARTMENT, 


November 28, 1916, 


Fon, A. W. Joyes, 
Superintendent, 

Sir:- 

Regarding the variation in the thickness of the sdge 
of the Half Dollar, new design, YT bve to say, it is unavoid- 
able with the present design. Where the design extends 
through the centre of the piece from border to tdorder with 
portions of the extremes of the design in high Peidet, ‘the 
metal in the planchet is sure to flow under pressures away 
from the edge into the interstices of the dies, leaving the 
edge of the coin thinner in such parts as the design has 
swallowed up the metal at the edge. The present designs 
were made with the artistic character in view only, the 
menhanical production, which is strictly automatic being left 
largely to take cars of itself, as any endeavor to urge the 
artists to conform to mechanical restrictions was invariably 
mat with the objection, that it would interfers with their 
artistic conceptions of what the design should be. 

Attention was called to this variable thickness of the 
edge and accepted as not of sufficient moment to give consider- 
ation, as to raduse the design enough to come well within the 


cirsle, not to affact the edge, would ruin the dausign, infact 


it was the Artists dupira to increase the design until the 
Hon. A. Me Joyeu, #2. 


anties surface of the coin was filied, which would have 
made the objectionable fanture of the coin, now somplained 
of, still more apparant, As far as would be accepted by 
the artist the design was raduced to avoid this effect of 

an unequal thickness of edge and the coin was approved, 

T cannot 848 how this unequal thickness of sdge aan be over- 


nome with the present design, 


Respsatfully, 


3, Engraver, 





. JOA 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


orron or 
STOR OF THE MINT 
VOLvIN® OVPTE FRITIALS 


WASHINGTON 


October 6, 1715. 
UUSJaCss Coly to firms for trici. 


' o®me : “9 . 
Jum AL SDE hg . . Bint, 


‘heb Liat ip) i a7 . 
wats 


‘ ‘+ 
pis Se bles 


on dios rdinos of tho nae dosion be- 
coming avolistle te ir us £11 y inage aon to the 
aimoricwn dal Clilne Coss’, Sortuster, 2 ohusatte, 
iui Us aah otrest, Oluicaso, 
4 » 7 OLois 2 So ny, 


ZA Pec fh ltr 


S101. Oct. 6, 


S17. Letter Nov. 
Barber to Joyce. 


29, 1916. 
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MINT OF THE UNITED STATES AT PHILADELPHIA 
EnGrRaver's DEPARTMENT, 


December 9th, 1916, 


Ton, A, NM, Joyce, 
Supsrintenient, 

Sirte 

The want of uniformity in the thickness of the edge 
of the new half dollar is not the result of any defect in 
sither our presses or methods of manufacturing coins, it 
is the result of conditions met with in the design. First 
the design is of unusual s.0ldnesa and is brought ao near 
the periphry of the coin that it is certain to draw the 
metil from the edge into the body of the design, notably 
the head of the figure and the ground upon which the figure 
stands, so lone as these conditions remain the result will 
be as now found; T may add that tha uneven thickness occurs 
in the five cent and the naw dime and from the same cause, 
the only remedy would te a change of design with lower 
relief and brought so wall within the circle of the coin 
that it did not affect the sdge or thicknass of the coin, 

In answer to the questions: "Are not the Pranch coins 
similar to our new designs, and are they able to keep 
uni formities 7 

iy answer to the first part’ of this question will 
answee the second, There is not a Franch soin having the 


Sam? conditions as found in these United States coins, 


_~ 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


OFFice oF 
CTOR OF THE MINT 
TPLYING QUOTE inetiaLs 


WASHINGTON 


December 21, 1916. 


SUBUECT; New Coins. 


Superintendent, UW. 34 Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Sirs 

Will you please forward to this Office 
tem each of the half dollars and cuarter 
dollars of now designe. 


Respect 


Director of the Mint. 


namely, five cent, ten cents and hal? dollar and to perhaps 


a less extent will b» found in tha new juarter dollar, thers- 


fore the want of uniformity has not to be contended with in 


the Franch Mint. 


Respectfully, 


} <p 


7 g 
2 , Pa YE oe” 


“ A 
tr teF— 


Engraver, 


S18. Dec. 9, 1916. Barber to 
Joyce. 


/0220 


Re 


aos 
den & 


en 





A ae 
Wars 


29 
Me 


veubijap cay ul d 


8118. Dec. 21, 1916. 
Request 10 new $1/2, 
25, 
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441 Weer Stey Srmerr, New Youn Give 





Zips Milo tao pm A mcrae mae, a) 
ep fae tg _ gia ans S120. Dec. 22/16. 
Puex~< 3 i fae : 
ene nae 10220 
nhedcecbeee 2S: 7/6 
WM 2H fb _ Cccp ide tied 
hac Let 


$125. Dec. 28, 1916. 
Rec’d 20 $1/2. $5.00 
for 10 more. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT /a2 





orrice oF 
CTON OF THE MINT 
(PPLTING GUOTE (miTeLe 


WASHINGTON 


December 29, 1916. 


SRIDI; Goiname. 

oe 

My “Lhe 
Superintendent, U. 3, Mint, x5 BO 


Philadelphia, Pa, are, “Mp , 
Sir: bane . Re fi 


i am enclosing herewith two half dollars of ia designsa,- | 
One made at your Mint and the other at ths Denver Mint. 
Your attention 12 invited to ths clearness and nae 
formity of the edge on the Denver coin, the general sharp- 
ness of details, and perticulerly in the hands of the ft 
and the breast amd leg of the eagle, i 
Your attention is also invited to the general lack of 
sharpness in tha coin from your Mint, ond the excessive 
metel on the edge. of the coin, . 
Please call the attontion of the Superintendent of 
the coining dop.rtasnt to this letter, have him inspect th 
coins together, and tnatruct him to make every effort to 
bring to perfection the coins manufactured at. the Philadel 
phie Mint, 


Respect full 








HALF DOLLAR. Obv. Similar to 
LIBERTY around upper margin; 
more to the left. Rev. Same as above, 

1798. Silver—R.E. R.8. 

1799. Obv. of 1798. Rev. Apparently the same die as 1797a. Silver. 

1800, Similar to 1799, but very large date, 
very small. Rev. Smaller eagle, sma 
Silver. R.E.  R.8. 


it is reported that there are other die varieties.) 


(Photographs of the patterns o 
from specimens in the Mint collection.) 
219 


beaded borders, letters in LIBERTY 
li compact letters far from border. 


f 1909-1916 courtesy the Smithsonian Institution 


S121. Letter from DM to P- 
Mint Super. Dec. 29, 1916. 


the above but figure of Liberty is smaller; 
IN GOD WE TRUST is placed lower and 


R.E. R38. 


Walter Breen’s 
1965, 1959 Judd 
3rd Ed. 





1916 Minor Proofs (600 5 cent & 1,050 1 cent) were sold to 
collectors and are rather common. 


4 


- : <1 = if = = . - - . 
Jit : 5 ay . 
Ox am 2 ae» —_ = - 


a 





1916 Proof $1/2 full head & hand. Kagin 
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1917 


Annual Report of the Director 
of the Mint 1917 S305. 





FH HH4-+ +++ ARDM 1917 


T. Morgan Assistant Engraver is commissioned Engraver to succeed Barber on April 10 1917. 
Barber had died on January 18. 


Engraving Department 
Unused coinage Dies destroyed 327. 
Master Hubs and Dies for coinage 117. 
P.41 The honorable R. W. Woolley retired from the position of Director Of The Mint July 15 1916 
succeeded by F. J. H. vonEngelken on September 20 1916. Mr. vonEngelken resigned February 20, 
1917, the present incumbent assumed the duties of DM March 19, 1917 (Ray T. Baker). Secretary 
Of The Treasury Wm. T. McAdoo. 


ttt ttt ttt ttt 
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Half Dollar 
1917 [12,292,000] + 5 Half Dollar (2 satin proof; 1 known matte 
proof) possibly 2 others still exist, a.c.t.o. W. Breen. Five Proof sets 
Ic-50c a.c.t.o. Dr. Sol Taylor. 





1) Die pair 1 struck by Barber: Satin finish “Roman” heavily 
polished planchet. Obverse die heavily polished: sun-rays near sun 
5, 6, 7, bases gone, 8 completely gone, 9, 10, 11, near sun almost 
gone tips near drapery gone. Crescent shaped lump on flag above 
elbow extending over arm (seen above), this connects to star. Wire 
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rim runs from 3:00 to 12:00. Die polish between (G)OD through 
(T)RU, base of U weak. No luster beneath yellow finish. 





2) Reverse: Polish above E PLURIBUS UNUM, from Eagles beak 
to base of pine tree. Pine sapling detail extraordinary, details on bark 
and pinecones sharp. No luster. 
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Roy Ape 
Berkeley, CA 9470) 
fraast 17,199) 


‘Yo Mtem IT my CONCERN | 

This cebtus that £ hav amine) Tt 
ecomprrying coin 20d Wal” L vwhesifrti 
why wt ei Se), ane dererior A 

Lt in a 1917 Satin fish Prof pall dlr. 
Fintch o> na ids a on thee Fit Peace. 
dahee profs of 1921, Somenbrat— similrr te 1909-10 
“Rosy " fegh geld, Both dias were pdithed, 
2 \eciahh, olwerfe, Striking ak & fc bithe- 
thea Tha om well chk onc. brsinets thokes, 
as ee rchof pe om hey) haga drapery, Leave, 
lethers, Sapling, feats ( ener he Brea) 
eek) “squared! ants) Moise fat T he 
Fem in many Ed and peril ts SHR in Ll. 


Respettull, submatted, 
Walter Pree 


Scan: Satin Proof 1917 Walter Breen Certificate Of Authenticity. 
Written Chicago Pre-ANA, this writer was present, what-a-week!. 


This coin was superior to all other coins he saw at this convention, 
he said this repeatedly. 
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3) Die pair 2 struck by Morgan: Matte finish obverse perfect dies. 
Two die polish marks before right foot. Extreme detail, more than 
Satin Proof above. No luster. 
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4) Reverse die polish follows rim from UNITED, E PLURIBUS 
UNUM, through sapling, base of mountain HALF DOLLAR, AW. 
Extreme detail. No luster. 
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UNITED STATES 1917 


Half dollar uy p- 





Coin in TNNC. Business strike. 
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Obverse: Blast white 
luster. Soft round rim at 
top. Rim uneven: 12:00 
vs. 4:00. 


Reverse: Rim to field is 
soft, blast luster. 


UNITED STATES 9)7 


Half dollar 





Coin in TNNC. Labeled Proof, redacted. This is a one-sided Proof, 
see next two photos below. See also Matte Proofing Process below. 
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Obverse: Lacking luster, 
Proofed (one-sided Proof). 
Detail not sharp as proofs 
above. Rims rounded 
slightly. Perfect die. 





Reverse: Blast luster, very 
sharp details. Perfect die. 
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Letter from Denver Mint Superintendent to P-Mint Super Jan. 2, 
1917: Sent 33 new half dollars which were from the first delivery of 
coins: Dec. 22nd. 

Letter Jan. 2, 1917 from AW to Joyce thanking him for the 10 
$1/2, AW then gave away as New Years gifts. See $302. 

Letter from Acting DM to Super. Jan. 4, 1917: “...please favor the 
coinage of half dollars until the demand is met. ...” S303. Jan 4, 
1917 Assay Order, $304. 

Annual Report of the Director of the Mint (ARDM) 1917, S305 
above: page 23: Proof dies manufactured 46. This is the author’s 
opinion: This is a large number of proof dies manufactured, at a cost 
average $60.00 each pair, time and effort, and cost (80 cents) for 
coins that: “...was never made, never struck, do not exist...” a.c.t.o. 
many of yesterday’s and today’s numismatic “experts”. Anyone can 
acquire a ARDM and see the proof. Back to the facts: 85 Master 
dies and Hubs. 

Letter from H. MacNeil to Super. Joyce Jan. 6, 1917: The new 
quarters are not out yet, included is a check for 20 pieces. Please 
send them from the first “edition”. A letter dated Jan. 10, 1917 from 
Super. telling all Mints not to release 25c until specific orders from 
this office. Letter Jan. 10, 1917: Letter AT&T to Joyce coin 
dimensions, problems continue. $306. 

See S400 below Subject Index Letters Received Bureau of the 
Mint letter was rec’d 312 278 January 19, 1917 to Super. from DM 
ordering the destruction of the “Experimental Dies” and requesting 
the “Record of Dies”. These are the satin proofs struck by Barber. 
The matte proof coins were struck by Morgan in March. 

Letter from DM to Super. Joyce Jan. 22, 1917: Ordering 
Engraving Dept. to fully cooperate with H. MacNeil the design 
change of obverse, do what ever he says. Letter from DM to Super. 
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Joyce Jan. 30, 1917: MacNeil is working on new reverse for 25c. 
Letter from AW to Joyce Jan. 30, 1917 10c “...Heraldry slearps are 
pleased... , see S307. Letter from H. MacNeil to Super. Joyce Feb. 2, 
1917: Now nearly done with cast of bronze of new reverse, 3 stars 
from top to bottom. How is obverse design change? Make 
LIBERTY a trifle smaller and remove IN GOD WE TRUST from 
ribbon. 

Letter from HM to Super. Joyce Feb. 2, 1917: Another model cast 
of the obverse. Did Engraver finish the revised reverse die? See 
S308. Letter from H. MacNeil to Super. Joyce Feb. 9, 1917: 
Obverse bronze should be finished next week. The third reverse is in 
Engravers possession. Will you have him send a lead proof of it. 
Letter Feb. 16: HM to Joyce: new obv. under separate cover, no M, 
see $317 below. 

Letter Feb. 17, 1917 from DM to Sec. of Treasury: Death of 
Engraver Chas. E. Barber leaves a vacancy. I recommend that Mr. 
Geo. T. Morgan, Assistant Engraver, be used as Mr. Barber’s 
successor. 

Feb. 26, 1917 Letter from AT&T to Joyce 10c thickness problems 
continue, see S301 below. 

Letter from H. MacNeil to Super. Joyce Feb. 27, 1917: I can be in 
Phila. Mint to see trial of last model at noon March 1, 1917. Also by 
telegram, copy on hand.10220. MacNeil was presented with a set of 
all 5 denominations in proof, 5 duplicate 25c pieces in proof. 

Letter April 13, 1917 from DM to Super.: “...transfer the mint 
mark from the obverse side of the half dollar of new design to the 
reverse side of the coin, for the reason that the mint mark as first 
placed had the appearance of a defect in the die, and was entirely 
too prominent.” 
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Two “Specimen” coins in the possession of Super from DM 
Letter dated May 2, 1917, see S320 below. 

Letter June 16, 1917: from DM to Super.: “You are hereby 
authorized and directed to place in the Numismatic Collection of the 
Mint at Philadelphia, the following experimental coins from dies for 
the subsidiary silver coins, Three Half-Dollars, Four Quarter-Dollars 
and Four Dimes. The balance of the experimental pieces on hand are 
to be destroyed, Respectively (sig) Director of the Mint. See S412 
below. This order is not to be confused with the telegram order of 
Aug. 29, 1916 to destroy the “Experimental Coins on hand” of 
1916, nor the Jan. 19, 1917 (satin proofs Barber) order. Letter from 
DM to Super. July 10, 1917: Authorizing the preparation of new 
quarter dollar dies. Today approved by Sec Treasury. The change 
was authorized on July, 9; see Letter July 10, 1917 S401 below. 

Letter from HM to Joyce Aug. 13 ’17 expects to receive one “1st 
edition” orders more with a $5.00 bill. See Scan proof below. These 
are type II coins. 

Geo. T. Morgan modified the die again in 1918: check area 
around throat for incised details. This master die went unmodified 
until the slight changes of the late 1930’s and early 1940’s. 

All of these problems and delays with the modifications of the 
Half Dollar--AW’s 1916 10 cent was far worse--experienced by AW 
pale in comparison to the delays that Herman MacNeil experienced 
with his 25 cent design. You could multiply the Half Dollar 
correspondences noted in this article by a factor of 15 and come-up 
short, it was well over a year (July 9, 1917) and at least 50 
modifications before the 25 cent design was authorized. 

Both AW and Hermon MacNeil were treated with such contempt 
and remorse by Engraver Barber that a few “Comp’s” were 
awarded. AW received his requested (Sept. 16, 1916) “...special 
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lot...” of both denominations and are known in private hands today. 
Also MacNeil was given a presentation proof set which is partially 
intact today and property of the author, see the illustrations of the 
half dollars. The group of five extra 25 cent proofs, were given to 
MacNeil’s artistic friends living in France residing in University 
Bauxes of Arts, Paris; source Dr. Sol Taylor. 

Herman MacNeil proof set: The Satin finish half (ill. 1 & 2) was 
part of the Hermon MacNeil set that was procured through Ira Reed 
in the 1930’s to a collector (Robert E. Lee) who’s collection stopped 
in 1942, then to dealer Joel Rettew Sr. in early 1976, whom sold the 
set intact in the following few months. Rettew paid W. Breen to fly 
via Air California from S. F. area to L. A.’s Orange County Airport 
on a Saturday to authenticate this proof set. 
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UNITED STATES 1917 
Quarter doller 





The above coin is in TNNC. 
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One Cent 
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Front of an envelope with Walter Breen’s address printed on it. 


THIS Sat. Joel Rettew Bring: 10c 5c 25c 50c $1 Proof (circled P) 
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Notebook 108:55: find 1917 “proof” cent. 
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5 & 6) The 1917 Proof Lincoln Cent one of 3 known, this coin has 





a W. Breen May 1976 FCI COA, the July 24th 1988 COA does not 
now accompany the coin. See Publick II (Pinetree) 1976: _ 
[Donald P. Lynch/San Jose Coin Shop, Rarities Group/Martin Paul, 
W. Breen. NB 89:71] Auction 90:1012 ANACS certificate 
(11/2/77)....2 small nicks... 1) Temple. 2) Shoulder... Die pair 1: This 
coin has a mirror finish rim edge (3rd side), a true diagnostic of 
bronze matte proofs, also appears slightly thicker due to full strike. 
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inst (CCIE 


COINVESTORS. INC 


CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY 


No luster. Knife rim both sides. Imperfect G 
in GOD: horizontal stroke shows lumps. 
R(UST) has lumps. IGWT shows second 
striking, G, S strike doubling. Lamination 
above Ist T. Photos 5 & 6 by J. T. Stanton. 

Another coin: May, 1992 Mike Aron Rare 
Coin auction lot 57, Van Nuys: Matte Proof 
62, red & brown. Source Dr. Sol Taylor. 
Another very reliable source reported 
another in a private collection, 1992. See A 
Guide Book of U. S. Coins “Red Book” 
1978 to date. 
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The above is a business strike or a common circulation strike, note 
the round rim, soft details. Coin in TNNC. 1917-S. 
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The above two photos are of the coin that is in TNNC. 1917-P, an 
Unc. circulation strike. Note the lack of detail and the roundness of 
the rims that fade into the fields. 
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Five Cent 





7) Die pair 1: The 1917 proof Buffalo from the H.M. set (ill.) has a 
die break from the top of L(IB) to rim, 6 are known in proof. Knife 
rim. Publick Sale July 1976 Part II: $1,100.00, Auction (867?) 
83:1039 $6,600.00. No luster. 
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8) Note crack from top of LIB) to rim. 


NB 39:41 


‘tod: Q Herdn for FCC gi anf ol). 


PSE. OK. b.Cmpeal® un 
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9) Reverse perfect die. Knife rim. 
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10) Die pair 2?: Obverse: Perfect die, evidence of second strike seen 
L(UIB). No luster. (?First strike before crack?) 
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11) Reverse: Perfect die. Knife rim just like die pair 1. Scratch at 
flank is on holder, not the coin. 
See A Guide Book of U.S. Coins “Red Book” 1978 to date. 
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Coin in TNNC. Uncirculated business strike. 
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Obverse: Luster, soft 
rim top. Soft 
feathers, hair above 
braid no detail. 


Reverse: Luster. Rim 
weak right side, 
strong detail. 
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H. M. proof set: 10c not illustrated here: Dime(s) unknown/lost to 
date. Type I 1917 Quarter Dollar from this set is cleaned, 
encapsulated, 5 or so others known; W. Breen typed a COA on 
‘Pinetree Auction Company Inc’ letterhead dated March 16, 1976. 
Half Dollar 3 satin proofs known a.c.t.o. Breen’s NoteBooks. Five 
or so now known one is the Satin illustrated above, Matte illustrated 
above. First matte W. Breen COA 8/17/1972, second unknown date. 
Most of the above are encapsulated by several third-party grading 
services. In addition there are at least six 1916 and five 1917 (Miles: 
315) McKinley Memorial gold dollars in proof. Also 1918 Illinois 
Centennial half dollar in Satin Proof: 2 known, several more in 
Matte. Mint records have die pairs for both types of 
commemoratives in Proof. 

Among other excuses, Engraver Barber repeatedly insisted the 
coins did not strike properly due to the high and low areas of the 
design, causing the obverse and reverse rims, near head and date to 
be uneven. His excuse was nullified in the following letter from DM 
to Super P-Mint Dec 29, 1916: “Enclosed 2 half’s from D-Mint 
noting clearness and uniformity, general sharpness of details, 
particularly the hands, breast and leg. The P-Mint lacks all these. 
Notify the Super. of Coining Dept., inspect these coins and make 
every effort to manufacture perfect coins at your Mint.” In the end 
much of the problem striking--uneven rim, wire fin--was due to the 
planchet size. The dime was reduced (704/1000 disk struck to 
52/1000) and all were struck okay. Fin was eliminated. Half 
planchet may have been also changed. 
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Synopsis: 

All new designs are struck in ‘Specimen’ or ‘Proof’, by law. Many 
exist today and are in collections, some collectors specialize in those 
issues. The DM & Super. written orders to manufacture many 
specimens exist, as do the orders to destroy the dies, also the extra 
coins. Also the placement in the P-Mint collection of 3/4/4 pieces. 
Note also in the Sept. 1916 letter from AW to Super. requesting the 
“special lot’. There are several other examples of letters and 
telegrams from the Mint to AW and H MacNeil sending and 
receiving coins of unauthorized design. The most popular guide 
book among coin collectors for the last 60 years has listed the one 
known Matte Proof “Specimen” 1917 Lincoln cent--Ken Bressett 
included this beginning in 1978--but unknown to all, the cent was 
the property of the late Walter Breen. Walter had an appetite for the 
ultra-rare, but never spoke of the accumulation he had due to two 
robberies of his Fulton St. Berkeley CA home “Grey Haven”, a.k.a. 
‘the fish-bowl’, a.k.a. Green-walls. He kept his collection in his 
basement in a bowling-ball-bag; ?!WB in a bowling alley, NO! His 
U.S. large-cent and half-cent collections were of legend, 1922 High 
relief Proof Peace Dollar, many other great rarities, 1877 Proof Set. 
Little information is ever seen on the other 1917 denominations 
except a leading price guide publishes a bid price 5c $6.000., Ic 
$---. A leading third party grading service has a population report 
that has listed several genuine proof five cent’s certified. There are 
proof twenty five cent’s known incapsulated, notably the Hermon 
MacNeil piece which belongs to the set. There are a couple of High- 
Relief Proof Half-Dollars (above) known incapsulated also. 

Next proof set? The 1919 Mint Report (ARDM) has proof dies 
listed at 2 pairs: 50 cent Illinois, 25 cent, 10 cent, 5 cent, 1 cent. The 
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Lincoln Illinois Half Dollars are known in proof. The search for 
information continues.... Future projects: U.S. gold coins, currency. 
All of the above information came directly from Mint Archives 
over several decades, nothing is fiction, there is more detail if you 
care to look for yourself. The 1917 date is less than 1/2 of 1% of the 
records I have seen. On a normal 8-hour day I review 9 cubic feet of 
records in Record Group 104. The majority of this 1916-17 article 
was found in one short 6-hour day in Philadelphia Archives, the 
balance was located in what was in National Archives W.D.C., but 
now relocated in Archives II College Park MD, ‘textile research 
room 200’ 15-hours, S. I. photos 3 hours. Walter Breen also supplied 
this writer with information which is included here. There are no 
“on-line records” included, paper & micro-film only: physical proof. 
Sources are named so if I am in error the facts can be corrected. 

The satin proof of 1917 made in January with highly polished 
dies (illustrated above: 1, 2) and a polished planchet was nearly one 
of the last coins struck by Barber. Considering Barber’s contempt 
for the design, one could easily assume he burnished the dies for the 
new designs in spite. He certainly did all he could to prevent the P- 
Mint from producing “perfect coins” for circulation. Understandably 
a person is grumpy the few months before dying. The matte $1/2 
was struck (illustrated above: 3, 4) by Morgan, early March, 1917, 
soon after Barber had died. A far superior coin in detail. 

Herman MacNeil died October 2nd 1947. 

John Ray Sinnock born Raton NM 1888. Studied at Pennsylvania 
Museum Art School and won A. W. Mifflin Scholarship for 
advanced study and travel in Europe. Prior to Mint an instructor at 
the Philadelphia Museum Art School for eight years. Appointed 
Assistant Engraver & Medalist at P-Mint in 1917 & Chief Engraver 
in 1925 to his death in 1947. 


86 


Certificates of Authenticity & letters NB’s. 


DnsT1 TUTE of Numatic Aurmennicateny 


1 faim Ae. 
Photcn tid My toy) 
ot I) pr 


To wen 7 (onbins 
B&W copy. First example 


‘ if, +0 l lurve Cxaminel he accecpmg 
of a Matte Proof Half fia gt wu 4 hibeh eieetas | ? 
1917 seen. 


1917 iT perl half dtlac. 
ce Surfs on Matick THe ate foun 
| 1910 wt panfe halt Mar Lo have wromined, nud 
nev G then m paten N16 slver & The 
Gtkteiem . Phare & Sepeviar= tren on Ged 
dubiy — ib ryote Iutinten rebar of te year Drrleg 
are FP cindy To thar the gis red punf. 
T have wer herd of aller one of Whto dks, Teh 
“He 1917 fre kinbe ae Jaar t reerle pont fle 






az rum ht Gt “ ph O9 A 

| Re alr ie eel Cc 
FOL CR tn ae 
Edk parte + UG dollags-te Vow : 


Rasch dnote r Mien £ frccehS 


all Karim aun, RE (le drier 
(Pp? fre 
| \J 
NB108:55 Fi tae Def 





9 ty AR PL) (on 
BF AY Amie gee 
| agtad 4 ih eG” 


NB 46:68 
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MEMBER 
LIFE MEMBER - G.E.N.A. 
LIFE MEMBER -A.N.A. 
UFE MEMBER - PENN-OHIO 
bah ireriest “BANA, 
N.S.-MS.N.A. 
"J" THE BEARD F.ULN.-T.NA.S.C.NA. 


RARECOINS __ 


4421 SALEM AVENUE * DAYTON, OHIO 45416 © TEL: 513/274-9200 — 274-9081 
April 24, 1980 





Mr. Walter Breen 
Box 352 
Berkeley, CA 94701 


Dear Mr. Breen: 


I received the 1917 Matte Proof quarter back from First Coin 
Investors with a note saying you could not authenticate the piece 
until you made a side by side comparison with the one you authenticated 
for Steve Ivy, which he sold to Harvey Elander and Harvey has since 
sold it to a party he will not disclose. I.would like to know its this 
can be averted by dealing directly with you om sitting down with you 
in person for a "meeting of the minds” as well as some photos of Mr. 
Elander's coin. Ido have a good photo in my book, of this coin, 
that is very revealing. The numismatic world and I do value your 25 Cent Proof. Two 
opinion in all phases and Standing Liberty Quarters are certainly g 
no exception, Walter. I will be delighted to allow you’ the photo 


privledges in your book, as well as sharing the 1928-S (Small s) if ed 
you can help me out. report . 


Looking forward to being able to get together on this matter at 
your earliest convenience. Perhaps you will be close to Dayton, Ohio 
for the A.N,A. in Cincinnati. If you can arrange it for the A.:NLA. in 
August, that will be fine. 


Yours truly, 


JK. 





J.-H. Cline 
LM ANA 547 
= MEMBER 
UFE MEMBER G.ENA. 
LUPE MEMBER. ANA. 
LIFE MEMBER . PI 
UFE MEMBER BANA. 
~ “J” THE BEARD RCOA-TNA-BONA, 


RARE COINS & STAMPS 


4421 SALEM AVENUE © DAYTON, OHIO 45416 « TEL: 513/274-9200 — 274-9081 


One sold in 2016 for $47K. May 4, 1976 


Ma. Walter H. Baeen 
Box 352 
Berkeley, California 94701 


Hello Walt: 


T 
Length 






See A Guide Book of U. S. 
Coins ““Red Book” 1978 to date. 


t. UM. ANA 547 





S400. 
Subject Index. Letters Received 1911-22. National Archives RG 104 
College Park MD.. 
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SLPH ALEXANDER WEINMAN 
“4; Weer ater Sraccr, New Yores City Ss 


y y ) “VOBLYe 





-— +§302. Letter from AW 
+ to Joyce Jan. 2, 1917. 


3 & 1/0220 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





orr 
ghetGh OF Sik MKT WASHINGTON 
08 REPL TOE BUUTE HeTTiMe 


hy ¢ 7 bead 
Ah ~>,,(< dJenuary 4, 1917. 


SUBJECT: Silver coinage ~ Philedeiphis. 


Superintendent, U. S- Mint, 
Philadelphia, Penna, 
Sir: 
Confirming telephone message of this dete, 
plesge favor the coinage of half dollars until the . las 
demand is mt. I presume the Director hes personally iL 


x 
r) 


a 


Pee 


informed you that he desires you to eoin quarter dol- 
lara with the helf dollars, and to hold these coins S303. Coinage order, Jan. 4, 
in the possession of the Superintendent of Coining 
until such time ss a sufficient supply is accumulated 1917 
and a date for their isenance is agreed upon. 
Respectfully, 
Fe de He 


yon Engelken, 
Director of, the Mint. 
. 
Keting Chew ; 
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_ ae: GRRE 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





orrice oF 
CTOR OF THE MINT 
PEPE TING OUOTE VaTTIALE 


WASHINGTON 


Yanuary 4, 1917. 
ep AW 


Superintendent, U. S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa, \ 


Sir: 

I am returning herewith tho half dollar enclosed 
in your letter of the Srd instant with the requost 
that the half dollcr sent to you for comparison be 
returned to the Bureau at your early convenience, in 
order that the assay of the same may be made in connection 
with the other coin of the same delivery, selected at 
random. 

Respectfully, 
P. J. H. von Engelken 





10 Cent planchet size 
change. 


$306. Jan. 10, 1917 AT&T coin 
dimensions. Note the last line 
25c thickness .603 inch must 


be a typo. 


: te Jol2o 


$304. Assay order ADM to 
Joyce Jan. 4, 1917 


~~ 
s 


ect: New Coinaze of “iarter and Haif-dollar. 


ww 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH BuiLoING 


; 195 Broaoway 
oun J. CARTY 
CHa? Crarween 


BANCHOPT GrETRAND! 
Cmerwter cr eLaat 


eam. W WATERSON 
eeeweee oF Teer 


New YORK January 10, 1917. 


Mr. Adam U.Joyce, Superintendent, 
United Etater Eint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 
ZI note that the new half-dcllar is in circulation. TI 
called your office this morning and,in your absence, was inforned that 
the oid dimensions as regards diameter and thickness would be adhered 


to in the coinage cf the new quarter and half-dollar. If this is true, 


we need give ourselves no further concern regarding the satisfactory 


operation of these coins in our coin collectors. 


i find that we are using quite a number of coin boxes which 


take the half-dollar and = would appreciate it very much if you would 
kindly give me the dimensions whioh you consider atundard for this 
coin. 
Regarding the quarter, it is my understanding that you 
will heid closely to the following dimensions which, I understand, 
is your standard, that is, dianeter - .9°89 inch; thickness - .603 inch. 
Yours truly, 


ie 


We PA ; 
SP, i ke vec jimete ‘ 


— c 2 


$307. Jan. 30, 1917. 


TEL 4? - PLUBM INO 


HERMON A MAC NEIL 
NORTHERN MOLLEVART 
COLLIGOE MONT 
NEw WORN 


Feb. 2, 1917. 


Hr. A&A. M. Joyoe, Director,Mint, 


Dear Mr. Jcycei= 
I met the Director of the Mint here in New York 
Tuesday 4nd showed several new arrangements which I had made & 
for the reverse of the quarter and out of them trsy salected 
one for trial. 


This model I have now nearly oft in dronse and expect 
Monday to forward it to you at the Mint. From the back- 
ground of this reverse I have erfidiosted the rise that Hr. 
vOrgan spoke of aa Spee fF Seber opjectionable in tthe previcus 
dasign. I have alet thd wing of the bird that aeemed to 
anow through”"epongily cn the cther side of the coin in 
your present ionus. You will notice the only visible change 
om this revéras is the taking of three stara fron the top 
and piascing them underneath the bird, the lettering to be 
in the same ;lace na the oricinal desizn. The whole look 
of the design I am sure will be greatly improved by this 
elight shanse and the restoring of the lettering aa first 
desizned. 
of the coin is coming along. Mr. Von Engleken has saked me 
to write you regerding it #0 there may be no misunderstanding 1917 
aithough when I das; saw you I believe we nad a very olesar under- 
etanding about what 6 be tried in substituting the figure 
om tae second model for the present figure ctherrise leaving 
hedesign of the coin practically as you now have it. In doing 
thie I.ehali de very such interested to sec if your engraver can 
get the shape of the iettera as they now are on the coin in 
the words Liberty and In God We Trust. I know the scale ia 


retty small +o work to but I hope he will be abdle te cut in 


. - 

the die tis surrounting design to the figure. The lettsrs in 
the word Liberty as I said when I wos there would be better 
if a trifle sualler and of course the lettera In God We Truet 
on the ribcon comes off. 

IZ you will «xindly let me know st any point inthe 

Crk when it seemsdesirable that I should see it and in any 
case let me know when it is ready to maka a try or strike up in 
send i shail de dslirhtsd to run down there, 


sn the meantime plense believe ne, 


7 . 
j ineerelt at 

¥y Sincerely, i / 
bP, Lt hat a 


= 
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‘ 


i 


= 
fOLPH ALEXANDER WEINMAN 
31, Wear Star Stracet, New Youn City 





‘ I am very much interested to know how the obverse S308. Redesign obv. & TreV., Feb Zs 





- TtL4? - FLOSS rm ’ 
= HERMON A MAc NEIL 


MURTHIIEN DOCLVARE 
COLLEGE POINT 
atw YORK 


lod 


Feb. 18, 1917. 


ur. A. u. Jovce hen : P 
Philadelphia, 2308 » U. S. Mint, 


Dear Ur. Joyoe:- 


TT. 
inder separste cover I an forwarding you another 


model of the obvers ‘ + 
sect ionawede ce ea of the 25 cent piece with certain cor- 


I will be pleased if 
roe ; pleas you will see at 
boa ‘9 the die is made as expeditiously by Se 
you Slso kindly let me know aa acon as this and the 


previous model of the r : 
han the Siti & reverse have been triei that I may 


I have found on the c-3t 
care t Cs3% one or t lig 
eurees which I have tried to eradic ate, if ipaetes cae 
aoe asl with 438 more delicate tools find any litt. i 
rrsicotions I should be glad to heve dtdone. 7 patente 


ae ehaet a have also Reglected to put the initial kK 
vf L ¥ ur pt . <td 
a Fae a am sure Mr. Morgan will be giad to do 


In the mecntime yFiexse delisve me, 


Very sincerely, 


KG ttn vent 


$301. Letter Feb. 26, 1917. 


$317. Feb. 16, 1917. 25c new obv. 


Thickness of ~ ~ Dime. =a 1O0L4Y 


AMERICAN TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 


TeLeenone ano TeLecraPH Buitoing 


195 Broaoway 


Sonn J. CARTY 
Deer cxeieten 


RANCHOFT GHERANO! 
<eqenen OF PLenT 

KARL We WATERSON 
Cwarntre OF Taare 


New Yorw February 26, 1917. 


Mr. Adam M. Joyce, Superintendent, 
United States Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 

Mr, Clark has no doubt shown you the eix dimes which I 
brought to Philadelphia on January 25 which were found stuck in 
some of our coin boxes. This is the firet indication of trouble 
which we have had since the new dime was issued. It seema that 
all of these dimee were from the 1916 coinage and that the present 
dimes are running better in respect to the fin as Mr. Clark 
demonstrated by testing a lot from your day's output. Mr, Clark 
advised that he is watching the rim dimension of the dime very 
closely but I am wondering if the same action is being tuken at 
the Denver and San Prancisco Mints. I am calling this matter to 
your attention to confirm my conversation with Mr. Clark and to 
raise the question if anything further can te done it will lessen 
the chance of a fin being formed due to a slight variation in the 
dies or the milling. It has been suggested that if the edge of 

the dime could be rounded elightly, there would be much lesa chance 
of the formation of the fin. 
Any coneiderable amount of sticking of the new dime in 
our coin boxes will result in embarrassment to us, a6 in practical- 
Ur. Adam M. Joyce, ' oe e 


ly every case where sticking occurs the patron loses his money 
vege the 10-cent slot is also thrown out of commission until the 
trouble can be reported and the station visited by a repairman 


We have approximately 75,000 coin boxes now in service 


in which sticking may possibly occur. As s00n ae manufacturing 


conditions will permit, all toxes of new manufacture will have a 
deeper slot for the dime, which will give broader margins than 


those now existing. This does not, of course, take care in any 


way of the difficulties which may be experienced with the boxes 
now in the field. 


Yours truly, 






Request ‘Specimen 
coins’. 

$320. Letter two 
“Specimen” coins: 
May 2, 1917. 


{) | TEL47 ~ FLUSHING “| Ee 
HERMON A. MAc NEIL 
. NORTHERN BOULEVARD t= 


NEW YORK 


si Le. cs 
> erie 
i 
YC ioe 
Fis iene 


Seas te. Scan proof. Letter Aug. 13 ‘17 
adn WG J _ from HM to Joyce. HM to 
hex Moat —wtinry ae receive | “lst edition” ordering 
aay er mh more with $5.00 bill. 





S412. Letter June 16, 1917. 





OFFIOg OF 


TOR OF THE MINT 


ErPiPinG GuOTE MeiTiAls 


S401. Letter July 
10, 1917. 


ot 


“ \e é - ait ; 
vid ’ R 7 + experimental 
; By: te : : U 7? x 5 ; ee 7, 







Bs: 


is: JF 
iy ff a Ot eee 
Taipan ; 
oe. % pt 


| iv 
mrs ; 
fyi Shisew 


ay 
% oe ‘i 


‘ 

; 7 p 

vf 
= 


+ 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


WASHINGTON 


July 10, 1917. 


The Superintendent, 
U. Se Mint, 
Philadelphia, Fa. . 

Sir: 

You ere hereby authorized to proceed with 
the oraparation of dies for the uarter Dollar, 
from desigms executed by Hermon a. MacNeil, and 
this day epproved by the secretary of the Treasury, 
in modification of the current Quarter Dollar, as 
authorized by the Act approved July 9, 1917. 


Respectfully, 
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A Guide Book of United States Coins 
See also A Guide Book of United States Coins R. S. Yoeman, Ken 
Bressett editions of 1978 to date 2014. See 1 Cent, 5 Cent, 25 Cent. 
One Cent known Specimen, Matte Proof’s 1913-17 Five Cent made 
for collectors, 1917 Type 1 Twenty Five Cent Specimen’s known to 
exist. 
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Further research. 

If the readers have any comments, questions or ideas please feel 
free to contact seymourwampum@gmail.com . This study has been 
serving it’s purpose: collective learning & Heisenberg Principal. 
Due to many questions and comments over the last few years I have 
revised it to answer and generate more questions. Thank you, 
Seymour Wampum. 
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pe MRE PS 
eer Beymour Wampum 


~~. 





Fun in Phila. Mint Archives. Record Group 104. Satisfying way to 
spend a fall day. This is where I go to relax. 
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U. S. Mint Telegraphic Code Book 


Treasury Dept. 
Code book. 


Telegraphic 








Z. 97 
~~ goDE WORD. TRUK READING. - 
“ea __.....| This action is taken or wns taken, 
Zenith ............| Ninety-nine cents. 
ZOOS « oss sicca ee Ninety-seven hundred dollars. 
yO ee Ninety-cight hundred dollars, 
VT eee Outstanding and unpaid. 
ZONE wc ssw ewcses Ninety-nine hundred dollars. 
) e Ninety-nine dollars. 





s1221—16——7 





CONFIDENTIAL. SaaS Gea 


S76 ALL TE ROMAME DETWEEN THESE Ofriong THE 
COOK FHOULO BE VETO. 


CAUTION.—Koop undor lock and kay when not ia use. 


TELEGRAPHIC CODE. 


(REVISED TO MAY 1, 1914.) 





For use between the Office of the Treasurer of the United States 
and the Subtreasury Offices, the Mints of the United 
States, and United States Assay Offices, and the 
Treasurer of the Philippine Islands. 


eS 


TRUK READING, 


Abook.............} One dollar. 





CODE WORD. 


Abaft..............] Of even date, iy? 
Abe. ............| Sixty thousand dollars. betes % 
Abate... ...... ..| What amount in exces] 

Abbow:... .. ........] Suggested in your letter. 14 
Abbey. .... .. .. .. ..] One cont. 

Abbot. ............| In separate packages. 


Abduet............| The same to take effect, 
Abide. ............] Is over. 


Abode. ............} Two cents whl 

Abrade. .... 2.2... Of the matter. iui ate 

Abrupt. ...........| One thousand dollars. 

Absorb... .-...vs-.} OF thé temittance, gis 

Abuse... .. -.......] Two dollars. wnt said yy 
az —1 Prat ALN 
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C. 19 





Court.....---------| To cover the redemption. 
The Secretary of the Treasury, aw 
Director of the Mint, Assay Cram)... ...-------} Profits on coinage minor coin. 
Offices, Branch Mints oc een linmesnntetet 
Customs Houses used WayS  croven...........| Ascertain the facts 
to communicate in secret. The yl re wentinten 
Most COMMON WAY iN the  caeawo.............| Ascayerin change United Statos Assy Ofce, Salt Lake City 
early 20th century Was Via —crms............| Counter enter, or counter entry 
telegraph, written records 7 ernst Cnt 
were mandatory. A simple crock...........| canto 
example is as follows: The TS ee oo nena et rte! 
asks DM to place orders to D- crvton.............| Copper coins. _ 
Mint Super. to strike 10,000 “~~ |“enm" 
$20.00 gold and ship this Crumb.............| Duplicate certificate of deposit. 
week to Federal Reserve Bank 9“ je"™nin 
Kansas City. The telegraph — ow..............| Before rcsipt ) 
receiver (RR station) and yet ae 
delivery person to the Branch — ounw....-...... Special United States Indian Agent. 


Mint must not know the 

contents of the message. The above coded telegrams were employed 
several times daily. There are tens of thousands in Mint records today. D- 
Mint received up to 30, usually 8-10 daily. After memorizing the language, 
this was simple employment of communication, accounting and replying. I 
must add there are very funny words: adrift: there is an error; agony: 
returns to be made by you; aim: you can ship; Allah: Senate of the United 
States; ambush: Panama RR Co.; amuse: you have been; argue: all 
charges; awful: unavailable funds; barter: bill of exchange; birds: Eagles; 
captor: the action of Congress; caress: you should (or may) continue; 
casino: when the deposit is made please collect; chief: by direction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury; comma: telegraphic transfers; cynic: natural 
abrasion; decoy: has (or have) been consulted; dudes: National-Bank 
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notes; eat: await further instructions; elf: and smaller; family: Federal 
Reserve notes; flush: look out for. Many more! Below are random coded 


examples, thousands exist. 





Wer, 24 17 


Director } Vint, 
Weshing hon, D, es 


vtiole knéecd Coila, export milady, blade freak, adder 


darken aieric, abbey derken elaric snlute; ceil Kheue repute 
broker imgsrt, export royal exelt, bladeli bate Roxncia needy, 
adder convoy bravil locket, abbey clank efrica satire; system 
kneed shifty broker, export fairy elxric rapid, blade amazon 
castark brazil impart, adder salute ur bbey, ne 3075 quench sxdder 


teller arencir needy, abbey gruel orazil rapid. 


ps 


Joyce. 


Sf 
f ts 27 one 
Vib i iL VlLAl DUSLABE SN. 
al 


Govt yYeteas. 
Cherge Mint SOOT. 
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. Nov,22,1917, 


Director. Mint, 1) wage 
Washington, D.C. | 


UVricle,knead coila, export carden, blade freak, 
adder debris, abbey debris. Blunt knead amazon shovel, 
Exportthsne, blade bulwer, adder gruel, abbey feast. 
System knead amazon embryo, éxport gibbet, blade amazon 
cesire, Quench adder embryo, abbey efface. 


Joyce,. 


Official business. fr an 
Govt rates, 2 + agi ESS 
Charge Mint Acct yrs 7 


Ah 
tf 


es itee RS 
Z _ Lglifieionn as, 07 
srector int, . | te pee : 
" Washington, D- °- : aa -ttede fxueak, etter darken 
aa freak, export gotta, brake Ao Hg BANELO, 
adact Osaoey darven bragit solute; iter locket, adder yen 
| idax juarle, 
“ak lute, ab ; adder jug 
Riorn, export See eh export edjuat,adder euterpe Dart’. seis: 


export joyous aunch; Systen 


bey oddity; Quench. 0x04 
per facile blanch passic. 


P Bpyeee em 
bial 63 
official business. oes } ) a 
Govt rates. ?.U. 13 -% a 
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Matte Proofing process. 


The following is condensed from several eyewitness accounts. Intricate 
details I do not include to prevent counterfeiting. The three metals we are 
concerned with each have a different process. Bronze has the more rapid 
destructive action due to chemical agents. All genuine U. S. Mint Proof 
coins are made in a special process. The Proof Sets of coins are made 
under government supervision to be preserved for record, or sold to 
collectors. The face of the dies used in stamping these sets have been 
given an extra fine finish, and glisten as though they had been nickel- 
plated. The blanks for the coins are annealed and stamped by the hydraulic 
press. The operator then gives them a acid bath, and polishes them singly 
with a handful of wet sand. If they are bronze pieces, they may be given 
the deep bronze finish (bronzing powder and baked) or clouded over in the 
sand blast. The later device is a small wooden box with glass sides. A pipe 
on the inside blows down a fine shower of sand. The operator, wearing a 
big pair of mitts to protect his hands, holds the coin under this stream of 
sand until the operation is finished, when it has a delicate frosted finish. 


Proof characteristics: Thick broad rims. If the inner edge of the rim is 
rounded, reject it as a proof, it must be sharp. These coins were struck two 
or more times to give the rim a thickness that appears to be well above the 
portrait. Central details are sharp. The difference in the finish is the 
problem of each year having a different appearance because of processing 
differences. 

There are two different types of finish in the early proofs. Satin 
sometimes referred to as ‘Roman Gold’. It gives a soft and fuzzy look to 
the entire surface obv. and rev.. The surface is also evenly textured. There 
should not be inconsistencies between the portrait and the field. There is 
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no luster! The second and far more common is the ‘Matte’ . The finish has 
a coarse or granular appearance. 

Finish is not the best way to tell if you are looking at a proof. There 
must be evidence of double striking. Much of the time in the 1930’s 
collectors and dealers dipped the Matte Proofs in order to ‘improve’ their 
appearance. These are called ‘cyanide jobs’, that is what was used. 


Proofing process copper & bronze: Japanese workmen first accentuated 
autumn foliage on cast bronze plaque in the 15th century with chemical 
treatment. Three distinctly different ‘rusts’ were preferred. The rust most 
popular is ‘Verdigris’. This rust is a turquoise color. Copper, water, time 
and heat/cold make turquoise stone. The word ‘patina’ Latin: pan, dish; 
Italian: thin slice, is also used. When elements are eventually going to 
effect the surface of naked metal, a cover of protection is wise. 

Oxide of Iron: Apply to the surface of the coin common crocus powder, 
jeweler’s rouge, previously made into a smooth paste. After drying expose 
the coin to a clear fire a short time. After it has cooled brush it with a plate 
brush. Color (tint) varies greatly--light brown to deep chocolate--due to 
the particular variety of Oxide of Iron used. Cast metal also is different: 
Italian Florinzia 1300’s-1500’s ‘Cera Berduta’. 

Acid bath: The exact ingredients of Osaka ‘Rokusho’ are known but not 
given, but this is a good example. The coppers and salt are the most 
important. Plum juice, acetate of coper, sulfate of copper, nitre, salt, 
sulphur. Heat to boil. To manufacture colors: golden yellow: malate, deep 
brown: urate, bright red: chloride of sodium. 

After preparing the bath, sand blast the coin to accept the chemicals. 
Submerse for a short time, extract, polish with a pair of leather gloves, 
heat in furnace, let cool. Done. 

Silver: It is well known that polished surfaces quickly tarnish & even 
blacken. Sand blast the surface to frost it, treat to darken with an aqueous 
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solution of sulfide, followed by rubbing with a very fine pumice to remove 
the dark layer of sulfide from the higher areas which accentuates the 
recesses. It is preferable to cover the metal with a layer of platinum. This 
is effected by immersing it in alcoholic solution of chloride of platinum 
until blackened then rub with a fine brush and very fine pumice to a 
delicate grey finish. See the 1/2 Dollar one sided proof photo above. It can 
later be rubbed with fine leather. 

Nickel: Later date. 

Gold: Another study to follow. 


Die life: After the proof coin is struck on the Medal Press, the first strike 
causes the coin to become hardened because of the high heat. At this time 
the coin should be annealed to soften it, but is is not. The second and 
sometimes third strike begin to damage the dies. The result, the small 
number produced from each die pair. The early years 1909-17, as few as 
200 were made from a pair of dies. 

The sources for the Proofing process and the Medal Room are found in 
the U.S. Mint, British Mint, French Mint whom adapted the processes 
from the artistic practices of the ‘Celestials’ in Asia and Japan. See also 
the middle age Italian records. 
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General instructions & Regulations 
I have wanted to include to this site: General Instructions and 
Regulations in relation to the Transaction of Business at the Mints and 


Assay Offices of the United States together with the Coinage Laws 
1908 but there are 186 pages. Far to many to include here, some are not 


necessary to the 1916-7 coins above. You are encouraged to add a copy for 
your library. 


Until the middle of the 20th Century the word essai was used to describe 
coins struck with official dies but not a regular issue to illustrate or try-out 
a new piece for a new Motto, device or coinage plan. Essai: Experimental 
piece, Pattern, Die Trial & Strikes, Patterns. Struck in proper metal = 
Experimental Piece. 


1918 


endellien Inf 1918 Lin, $4 AE Sel ag, beg) > weal Man 
Kel Ridin Brewer oy Whatton es 2) tra Ge, 6 Soe 
SN WoT CO) ee 


NB 39:15 ...$1/2 AE set up trial... 
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Reducing lathe 


Janvier built in France, sold to U.S. Mint, this is the receipt. 
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